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Sec. 

(b) Area plan inconsistent with appli-

cant’s plan: assistance unavailable 

1981 through 1983; plan of applicant: 

submittal to Administration, action 

on plan, review by Administration, 

assistance to out-of-State busi-

nesses. 
(c) Problem-solving assistance; develop-

ment center extension services; 

staff and access requirements; as-

sistance services; changing services 

for evolving needs; qualified small 

business vendors; non-profit enti-

ties; cooperation with regional and 

local offices, etc.; information shar-

ing system. 
(d) Enhancing export potential of busi-

nesses within State; State Office of 

International Trade. 
(e) Laboratory assistance; reimburse-

ment for services. 
(f) National Science Foundation; co-

operation with Administration and 

Small Business Development Cen-

ters; center support. 
(g) National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration and regional tech-

nology transfer centers. 
(h) Associate Administrator for Small 

Business Development Centers. 
(i) National Small Business Development 

Center Advisory Board; establish-

ment; membership; term; Chairman; 

advisory and counseling functions; 

meetings; compensation. 

(j) Small business development center 

advisory board; establishment; 

chairman; conferences with director 

on policy. 

(k) Program examination and certifi-

cation. 

(l) Contract authority. 

(m) Prohibition on certain fees. 

648a. Repealed. 

649. Office of International Trade. 

(a) Establishment. 

(b) Development of distribution network; 

marketing of programs and dissemi-

nation of information; bilingual job 

applicants. 

(c) Promotion of sales opportunities for 

goods and services abroad. 

(d) Access to export and pre-export fi-

nancing programs. 

(e) Counseling small businesses; proceed-

ings related to trade laws; access to 

trade remedy proceedings. 

(f) Annual reports to Congress. 

(g) Cooperative studies and reports to 

Congressional committees on se-

lected issues; recommendations. 

649a. Omitted. 

649b. Grants, contracts and cooperative agree-

ments for international marketing pro-

grams. 

(a) Limitations and restrictions. 

(b) Eligibility. 

(c) Advisory board establishment. 

(d) Grant requirements. 

(e) Program evaluation; reports. 

(f) Recipients’ duty to furnish informa-

tion. 

(g) ‘‘Applicant’’ defined. 

(h) Contract authority. 

649c. Authorization of appropriations. 

649d. Central information clearinghouse. 

650. El Nino-related ocean conditions; disaster 

loan assistance to small business concerns 

in fishing industry. 

Sec. 

651. National small business tree planting pro-

gram. 
(a) Authorization of grants and contracts 

with States. 
(b) Establishment by Administrator. 
(c) Utilization of small business concerns 

in implementing program. 
(d) Cooperation of Federal agencies; tech-

nical services. 
(e) Authorization of appropriations. 
(f) Rules and regulations. 
(g) Definitions. 
(h) Annual report to President and Con-

gress. 
652. Central European Enterprise Development 

Commission. 
(a) Establishment. 
(b) Management and technical assistance 

to designated Central European 

countries. 
(c) Eligibility. 
(d) Initial meeting and organization. 
(e) Reimbursement for necessary ex-

penses. 
(f) Meetings; quorum. 
(g) Authority; personnel. 
(h) Initial and annual reports to Con-

gress. 
(i) Authorization of appropriations. 

653. Office of Rural Affairs. 
(a) Establishment. 
(b) Appointment of director. 
(c) Functions. 

654. Drug-free workplace demonstration program. 
(a) Definitions. 
(b) Establishment. 
(c) Privacy protection for employees par-

ticipating in drug-free workplace 

program. 
(d) Evaluation and coordination. 
(e) Contract authority. 
(f) Construction. 
(g) Authorization. 

655. Pilot Technology Access Program. 
(a) Establishment. 
(b) Criteria for selection of Centers. 
(c) Matching requirement. 
(d) Purpose of awards. 
(e) Renewal of awards. 
(f) Interim report. 
(g) Final report. 
(h) Authorization of appropriations. 
(i) Funding from other sources; employ-

ment of Centers by Federal agen-

cies. 
656. Women’s business center program. 

(a) Definitions. 
(b) Authority. 
(c) Conditions of participation. 
(d) Contract authority. 
(e) Submission of 5-year plan. 
(f) Criteria. 
(g) Office of Women’s Business Owner-

ship. 
(h) Program examination. 
(i) Contract authority. 
(j) Report. 

(k) Authorization of appropriations. 
657. Oversight of regulatory enforcement. 

(a) Definitions. 
(b) SBA Enforcement Ombudsman. 
(c) Regional Small Business Regulatory 

Fairness Boards. 
(d) Powers of Boards. 

657a. HUBZone program. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Eligible contracts. 
(c) Enforcement; penalties. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 662, 687 of this 

title; title 7 section 2000; title 10 section 2855; title 16 
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1 So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon. 

sections 472a, 539d; title 19 sections 2345, 2346; title 25 

section 450j; title 38 section 3742; title 42 section 7661f; 

title 49 section 13709; title 50 App. section 2017l. 

§ 631. Declaration of policy 

(a) Aid, counsel, assistance, etc., to small busi-
ness concerns 

The essence of the American economic system 
of private enterprise is free competition. Only 
through full and free competition can free mar-
kets, free entry into business, and opportunities 
for the expression and growth of personal initia-
tive and individual judgment be assured. The 
preservation and expansion of such competition 
is basic not only to the economic well-being but 
to the security of this Nation. Such security and 
well-being cannot be realized unless the actual 
and potential capacity of small business is en-
couraged and developed. It is the declared policy 
of the Congress that the Government should aid, 
counsel, assist, and protect, insofar as is pos-
sible, the interests of small-business concerns in 
order to preserve free competitive enterprise, to 
insure that a fair proportion of the total pur-
chases and contracts or subcontracts for prop-
erty and services for the Government (including 
but not limited to contracts or subcontracts for 
maintenance, repair, and construction) be 
placed with small-business enterprises, to insure 
that a fair proportion of the total sales of Gov-
ernment property be made to such enterprises, 
and to maintain and strengthen the overall 
economy of the Nation. 

(b) Assistance to compete in international mar-
kets 

(1) It is the declared policy of the Congress 
that the Federal Government, through the 
Small Business Administration, acting in co-
operation with the Department of Commerce 
and other relevant State and Federal agencies, 
should aid and assist small businesses, as de-
fined under this chapter, to increase their abil-
ity to compete in international markets by— 

(A) enhancing their ability to export; 
(B) facilitating technology transfers; 
(C) enhancing their ability to compete effec-

tively and efficiently against imports; 
(D) increasing the access of small businesses 

to long-term capital for the purchase of new 
plant and equipment used in the production of 
goods and services involved in international 
trade; 

(E) disseminating information concerning 
State, Federal, and private programs and ini-
tiatives to enhance the ability of small busi-
nesses to compete in international markets; 
and 

(F) ensuring that the interests of small busi-
nesses are adequately represented in bilateral 
and multilateral trade negotiations. 

(2) The Congress recognizes that the Depart-
ment of Commerce is the principal Federal 
agency for trade development and export pro-
motion and that the Department of Commerce 
and the Small Business Administration work to-
gether to advance joint interests. It is the pur-
pose of this chapter to enhance, not alter, their 
respective roles. 

(c) Aid for agriculturally related industries; fi-
nancial assistance 

It is the declared policy of the Congress that 
the Government, through the Small Business 
Administration, should aid and assist small 
business concerns which are engaged in the pro-
duction of food and fiber, ranching, and raising 
of livestock, aquaculture, and all other farming 
and agricultural related industries; and the fi-
nancial assistance programs authorized by this 
chapter are also to be used to assist such con-
cerns. 

(d) Use of assistance programs to establish, pre-
serve, and strengthen small business con-
cerns 

(1) The assistance programs authorized by sec-
tions 636(i) and 636(j) of this title are to be uti-
lized to assist in the establishment, preserva-
tion, and strengthening of small business con-
cerns and improve the managerial skills em-
ployed in such enterprises, with special atten-
tion to small business concerns (1) located in 
urban or rural areas with high proportions of 
unemployed or low-income individuals; or (2) 
owned by low-income individuals; and to mobi-
lize for these objectives private as well as public 
managerial skills and resources. 

(2)(A) With respect to the programs authorized 
by section 636(j) of this title, the Congress 
finds— 

(i) that ownership and control of productive 
capital is concentrated in the economy of the 
United States and certain groups, therefore, 
own and control little productive capital; 

(ii) that certain groups in the United States 
own and control little productive capital be-
cause they have limited opportunities for 
small business ownership; 

(iii) that the broadening of small business 
ownership among groups that presently own 
and control little productive capital is essen-
tial to provide for the well-being of this Na-
tion by promoting their increased participa-
tion in the free enterprise system of the 
United States; 

(iv) that such development of business own-
ership among groups that presently own and 
control little productive capital will be great-
ly facilitated through the creation of a small 
business ownership development program, 
which shall provide services, including, but 
not limited to, financial, management, and 
technical assistance.1 

(v) that the power to let Federal contracts 
pursuant to section 637(a) of this title can be 
an effective procurement assistance tool for 
development of business ownership among 
groups that own and control little productive 
capital; and 

(vi) that the procurement authority under 
section 637(a) of this title shall be used only as 
a tool for developing business ownership 
among groups that own and control little pro-
ductive capital. 

(B) It is therefore the purpose of the programs 
authorized by section 636(j) of this title to— 

(i) foster business ownership and develop-
ment by individuals in groups that own and 
control little productive capital; and 


